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Synopsis

The essential elements for building a world. Roleplaying games and fantasy fiction are filled with
rich and fascinating worlds: the Forgotten Realms, Glorantha, Narnia, R’lyeh, Middle-earth,
Barsoom, and so many more. It took startling leaps of imagination as well as careful thought and
planning to create places like these: places that readers and players want to come back to again
and again. Now, 11 of adventure gaming’s top designers come together to share their insights into
building worlds that gamers will never forget. Learn the secrets of designing a pantheon, creating a
setting that provokes conflict, determining which historical details are necessary, and so much more.
Take that creative leap, and create dazzling worlds of your own! Essays by Wolfgang Baur, Keith
Baker, Monte Cook, Jeff Grubb, Scott Hungerford, David "Zeb" Cook, Chris Pramas, Jonathan
Roberts, Michael A. Stackpole, Steve Winter, Janna Silverstein, with an introduction by Ken

Scholes. Nominated for two Ennie Awards: Best Writing and Best RPG-Related Book.
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Customer Reviews

Great insight for world building as a novelist, but mostly geared specifically toward gaming.

Good read with a lot of solid information and tips. Not an all in one source for world building though,

especially for those who are outside in world builders.

This book is a collection of essays from some of experts in world building. While most of it is geared
to game development, | found it very helpful to me as a novelist. No other resource I've come

across gave so much detail and prompted so many new ideas. | also have a new appreciate for the



art of video game creation.

Easy, enjoyable read. Wonderful advice, got my head spinning with ideas and plans. Using this as a

world building guide for writing a novel. Worth buying!

This is a great book. Like all good RPG world building advice it has many gems in it. A must have

for your library. Kobold guides are invaluable.

Still reading we’ll written essays. Should be on every book list for Creative Writing 101 class. Just

need larger text.

Explains things if you want more thought into a campaign but it is a lot of heavy reading. The essays

well organized but not drop in easy.

Very good read, very helpful for anyone thinking of creating even a small slice of world (writers,

gamers, overlords, etc.). Would definitely recommend.
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